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Protecting Scientists 
and Research in Times 
of Crisis: how can we do better?

Crisis: Violent 
Conflicts

Climate-induced 
migration

Disasters Pandemics

Improve Preparedness 

Ensure Stronger Recovery

Enhance Response

Ensure adequate 
exchange
and coordination
between organizations 
supporting affected 
scientists

Develop contextual 
and flexible support 
mechanisms that 
adapt to the needs
of scientists 

The longer scientists 
remain inactive, 
the likelier it is that 
they will be lost to 
science

How can international 
science institutions 
best support them 
during the acute 
crisis phase?

Create secure 
platforms for 
collecting and sharing 
comprehensive 
data on scientists 
and their needs

Where possible 
maintain or adapt 
funding streams
to include affected 
countries

Design new 
mechanisms enabling 
affected scientists 
to maintain activity
during the crisis 
at home or abroad

Who ?

Insufficient attention in developing encompassing risk 
management strategies within the science sector

Build capacity 
in managing and 
monitoring risk
in the science sector

How do we protect the infrastructures, 
research data, collections, etc.? 

Commit to global 
agenda on refugees 
to improve coverage 
of the scientific 
refugee community's 
needs

Improve 
resourcing
for prevention
and emergency 
response

Increase 
engagement 
with scientific 
communities 
in disaster risk 
management

Develop 
an international 
action and support 
framework
for refugee and 
displaced scientists

Clarify benefits
of maintaining 
scientists active 
during a crisis

Expand 
international 
crisis response 
framework 
to better integrate 
science 

Increasing number of refugees
and displaced scientists worldwide

How do we ensure not losing 
them to science?

Recovery phases offer the opportunity 
to transform science and research practices 
and institutions of affected countries

How do we ensure that 
these changes further science 
as a global public good?

How do we change this ?

Advance 
the open 
science agenda

Develop twinning
and partnerships
to support the development 
of affected scientists 
and institutions

Improve protection, 
storage and curation
of research data

Communicate 
the value of science
for post-crisis 
recovery and growth 
to policy-makers 
and society

Link science 
with existing 
flagship 
emergency
and recovery 
funds

Expand existing 
recovery frameworks
in the cultural
and higher education
sectors to better
integrate science 
institutions

The science and research sector is rarely 
prioritized in national and international 
rebuilding efforts
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